
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

����     Jtatic Samuel Ruiz García     ���� 

 On Monday 25 January, a Mass was held 

in San Cristobal de Las Casas, Chiapas, marking 

the fiftieth episcopal anniversary of the jTatic 

Bishop Samuel Ruiz Garcia, and a good 

opportunity to find out about this man. He was 

born in 1924 in Mexico, and became a priest and 

then the youngest bishop in Latin America. 

 

After the second Vatican council, and the 

Episcopal Conference in Medellín (Colombia), 

he began to spread, along with other bishops, 

Liberation Theology, "the church's preferential 

option for the poor". He began his tireless work 

as a human rights defender. His diocese was 

characterized by the defence of people in 

extreme poverty.  

 

He united, during the Indigenous Congress in 

1974, with his indigenous brothers and sisters, so 

that their voice could be heard for the first time, 

revealing the problems they had in every part of 

the state. He began putting all his energy into 

creating or calling for the creation of 

organisations such as DESMI, Frayba, SIPAZ or 

CORECO. He served as mediator in the conflict 

between the EZLN and the Mexican federal 

government, and then between the EPR and the 

government. He received several awards for his 

work for peace and dignity. In 2000 he was 

awarded the UNESCO Simón Bolívar prize.  

In 2001 he received the International Prize for 

Human Rights in Nuremberg. Twice he was 

nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, but, 

according to Andres Aubry, he did not receive it, 

due to the veto of Mexico, the USA and the 

Vatican itself. He often complained that the 

current Mexican laws and free trade agreements 

were the source of the misery of the indigenous. 

  

Talking about his retirement on 25th January, he 

stated that "... the state debt towards the Mexican 

indigenous remains (...) they endure a situation 

which requires a radical change in the political 

system ...” 

 

 "We inherit the words of another Bishop of 

Liberation Theology, Helder Cámara:" ... “When 

I feed the poor, they call me a saint, but when I 

ask why the poor are hungry, they call me a 

Communist".  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� � � � EDITORIAL   ����    

 Boca En Boca (Word of mouth) is an independent magazine. Its objectives are: to dissemi-

nate what happens in the organized indigenous communities of Chiapas through news summaries 

or excerpts from their communiqués, to denounce the government's strategy, and to promote soli-

darity among the communities. In the long term, the goal is to distribute the magazine within the 

indigenous communities in their own language.  

Your ideas are important to us.  To share your suggestions and comments, email us 

at : bocaenboca@riseup.net 

 Your support is necessary : 
 

� You can make copies of this article and distribute them. 

� If you are formiliar with Tzotzil, Tzeltal or other indigenous languages, ¡Welcome! 

� We invite you to be a part of the “Boca en Boca” Project.  Email us explaining why and how you 

can contribute. 

� Contact us to make a donation. 

� � � � Information Links  ���� 

�European collectives gathered at the European Meeting of Solidarity with the Zapatistas, issued 

a statement and denuncias: http://www.europazapatista.org/spip.php?article2351  

�Violent eviction of residents of Las Rosas, Chiapas, who maintained an occupation for five 

months: http://enlacezapatista.ezln.org.mx/denuncias/2792  

�Two communities displaced by ecotourism projects in the Montes Azules biosphere reserve:  

http://www.jornada.unam.mx/2010/01/27/index.php?section=estados&article=031n2est  

�Celebration, thanks and recognition of jTatic Samuel Ruiz García:  

http://chiapasdenuncia.blogspot.com/  

�Strong threats against The Community of 5 de marzo, San Cristobal de Las Casas:  

http://chiapas.indymedia.org/article_173046  

�Paramilitaries of OPDDIC provoke and threaten adherents of the recuperated lands of 

Virgen de Dolores, municipality of Chilon: http://enlacezapatista.ezln.org.mx/denuncias/2898  

� Denuncia: dispossession of land in 

the Ejido Tila   
The farmers of the Ejido Tila denounce the 

process they have faced in defending their  

territory. Today, they say, "... there are false 

declarations being submitted in person to the 

state government to strip us of our lands, which 

we are entitled to by law (...) 

 

� Communiqué from ‘Las Abejas’ (the 

Bees) 
Communiqué from the Civil Society Organiza-

tion ‘Las Abejas’, issued for the monthly com-

memoration of the Acteal massacre. 

 

"... We greet our brothers and sisters who sur-

vived yesterday's lies, injustice and the crisis 

caused by the state and federal governments ... 

"(...) 

� Caracol of Morelia: provocation and 

threats from OPDDIC  
Good Government Junta (JBG) "Heart of the 

Rainbow of Hope", Caracol IV, Whirlwind of 

our words, Morelia. "... We make this public 

denuncia on account of an agrarian problem 

with a group of 57 people belonging to 

OPDDIC (Organization for the Defense of In-

digenous and Campesino Rights) ... "(...) 

� Denuncia: Caracol in Resistance, La 

Garrucha  
The JBG of La Garrucha denounced the eviction 

which occurred on 22nd January, in San Pedro 

Laguna village. "... The bad federal, and state 

PRD governments (...) and the municipality of 

Ocosingo, have carried out a military operation, 

undertaken by officials of the bad government 

and PROFEPA, 4 helicopters flew over to ter-

rify the population ..."(...)  
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�Denuncia: dispossession of land in the 

Ejido Tila 
 January 15, 2010  

 

(...) In the text they list the legal procedures 

and the legitimate actions that accredit them 

as owners of these lands. "  For many years we 

have struggled tirelessly to conserve our Mother 

Earth. " 

  

"... In 1922, the first representatives of the ejido 

made their claim...in the year 1922, their owner-

ship was published in the official newspaper, 

(once...) the mayor (...) signed and certified that 

the once vacant lot passed into the hands of 836 

people. In 1966, the state government prepared 

another plan to insert a note saying that Tila is 

not part of the ejido (...) today this is in the proc-

ess of execution, now it is no longer negotiable or 

possible to dialogue, the time for claiming com-

pensation is over..." The residents have requested 

the intervention of the Supreme Court's Office and 

the Congress to denounce those trying to subvert 

the Constitution. They likewise denounce the pas-

tor Heriberto Cruz-Vera-who "buys land without 

the consent of the Assembly (...) and wanted to 

invade almost two hectares (...) to convert it into 

an eco-tourism centre, not a place for prayer ..." 

 

They ask for respect and reject the offer of 7 bil-

lion pesos in compensation for the 130 hectares . 

"... It is our land which belongs to us ..." They 

denounce their parish priest for appearing before 

the committee and telling the settlers that “we will 

give up our schools and churches (...) in return for 

our (...) corn (maize), while one of the 10 com-

mandments tells us that we must not bear false 

witness”.  

 

� Communiqué from                        

‘Las Abejas’ (the Bees) 
January 22, 2010 

  

(...) "... We will not leave in peace the justices 

of the Supreme Court, who in our eyes, are merely 

servants of the masterminds of the slaughter of 

Acteal. They have completed a thesis after liberat-

ing the paramilitaries, "this is how the law must 

be applied by judges across the country in similar 

cases”. 
Directive table of the Bees, the January 22, 2010 

 

We ask: when will other judges also free other 

murderers, or when will another Acteal happen? 

Or when will they urge the diversion of investiga-

tions against former presidents and senior intellec-

tual authors of crimes against humanity? 

 

When Mexican justice ran out, after the decision 

of the Supreme Court to grant impunity, we 

started to look at what needed to be done. After 

the ‘Forum of Conscience and Hope: constructing 

an Other Justice’, the way to get to the truth  be-

came clear to us, and led us to the construction of 

an Other Justice, designed and determined by the 

people. Here, the paramilitaries continue to cause 

fear by firing gunshots. This problem is not going 

to be solved because the state and federal govern-

ments continue to fuel the counterinsurgency war. 

They try to put an end to our struggle by giving 

gifts, but our brothers and sisters who receive sup-

port from Sabines, think there is already a change 

in government, and what they do not realize is that 

this support never solves the demands of indige-

nous peoples, and above all that government pro-

grammes are designed especially to manipulate 

people and to stop them fighting against the capi-

talist system. 

  

Events have also been prepared to encourage and 

confirm our struggle, such as the celebration of 50 

years of work by our jTatik Samuel, our brother, 

defender and protector of our indigenous rights. 

We thank him because he taught us to fight for 

our rights, and not to sell our dignity and freedom 

(...) 

 We want to show our solidarity with the Haitian 

people for the tragedy they have suffered. What 

makes us angry is that these phenomena are not 

natural. It's not fair that the innocent pay for the 

consequences of any experiment. Or is the case of 

the militarization of Haiti by the United States no 

more than a humanitarian advocacy strategy? Is 

this the peace that Obama spoke of in his speech 

after receiving his peace prize? We still need to 

unite our strength with that of other brothers and 

sisters who also dream of building a free and inde-

pendent Mexico. They are all invited to walk with 

us on this path... "  

 

�Caracol of Morelia: provocation and 

threats from OPDDIC  

January 23, 2010 

 

(...) "... On 20 January 2010, a group of people 

belonging to OPDDIC, from the ejido Agua Azul, 

caused a problem with the intention of creating a 

confrontation. They took land within the territory 

of the new ejido of Bolon Ajaw, autonomous mu-

nicipality Comandanta Ramona.  

 

This group entered the territory with an aggressive 

attitude, carrying machetes, .38 and .22 calibre 

guns, and radio communication. Those who led 

this assault, with the intent to steal the land of our 

comrades, were accompanied by a lawyer, who 

recently came to the Ejido Agua Azul. 

 

The provocateurs from OPDDIC built houses, 

staying and living on the land. Their aim is to con-

trol the waterfalls at Bolon Ajaw, together with 

the land and its ecological reserves.  

They are following the plans of Felipe Calderón 

and Juan Sabines, who want to sell off our natural 

resources.  

 

They are also hungry for money, without consid-

ering the consequences.  

 

We, the support bases of the autonomous munici-

pality Comandanta Ramona are not going to hand 

over these natural riches, and we are going to de-

fend them... "  

 

�Denuncia: Caracol in Resistance, La 

Garrucha  
 January 28, 2010 

 

(...) "[they] talked to the men and women while 

the police burned their houses, (...) the com-

paner@s were forced into a helicopter (...)and 

were transferred to Palenque (...)  

 

How is it possible that the bad government can 

evict the indigenous people of Chiapas and Mex-

ico while their land is occupied for the construc-

tion of ecotourism centres for people from other 

nations? "They denounce the relocation of the 

residents who are" suffering from hunger and cold 

in a hostel in Palenque”. 

 

These are the damages caused by the government: 

burning houses, fruit trees destroyed, looting of 

cooperative stores, loss of basic foodstuffs, corn, 

beans, clothes, shoes and tools. 

 

 "These unfortunate events came to a total of 

585,115 pesos..."  
 

 

� � � � Follow-up on articles and information links from the previous edition � � � �  

 

�REMA: The government of Chiapas tries to keep the mining company Blackfire unpunished for 

the killing of Mariano Abarca: 

http://otrosmundoschiapas.org/index.php/mineria/99-mariano-abarca.html 

 

�Other Campaign: The compas who recuperated Rancho la Granada are evicted: 

http://www.kaosenlared.net/noticia/mexico-desalojan-tierras-recuperadas-rancho-granada  

 

�links to audios, pictures and videos of the International Seminar of Reflection and Analysis: 

 http://piezasdelrompecabezasdelaotra.org/copia/?page_id=397  


